“We love PBS and it is the most watched station in our house!"
- Paula N.

2017 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT
TO THE COMMUNITY
KTWU Television, through its local destinations for unique content,
strives to be an innovative, multi-media leader
that entertains, educates and presents diverse perspectives
that serve the local community

Local Value

KTWU reaches viewers with the stories of Kansas: the people, their history
and their spirit.
As the first public television station in the state, KTWU leads the way in all
technologies that benefit the community at large. Demonstrated through several local
television programs and many community projects, KTWU provides unique content
that connects with our viewers and enriches the lives of those we reach.

2017
Key Services

In 2017, KTWU provided these key local services:
• Issue-oriented local programming that addresses the needs and concerns of the
community at large.
• Results-oriented initiatives providing resources to educators working with students of
all ages – preschool through college.
• Bringing local and state history alive through sharing stories of sacrifice, innovation
and success that build a sense of pride for Kansans.

Local Impact

Across 39 counties in Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and Oklahoma, KTWU engages
communities locally, regionally and nationally with programming and outreach efforts.
Licensed to Washburn University, KTWU’s partnerships throughout the educational
communities and service organizations create the largest, most significant and
fiscally-sound public television organization in Kansas.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

During 2017, KTWU’s SUNFLOWER JOURNEYS program
celebrated its 30th season of programming telling the stories of the
people, places and history of Kansas. Celebrated by thousands of
viewers for keeping local history alive and acclaimed by hundreds of
educators as an invaluable classroom teaching tool, each weekly
program of the series brings to life two stories of Kansas history
followed by a video profile of a citizen who brings a unique
contribution of personal value to their community-at-large. Honored
with a number of Emmy® awards, SUNFLOWER JOURNEYS travels
the state bringing viewers stories that educate as well as entertain.

The annual KTWU LIGHTS, CAMERA, AUCTION brings 200+
personal volunteers and hundreds of area businesses together in a threeday televised program designed to benefit local public television. Many
viewers have admitted that they were introduced to public television
and its benefits through the attraction and participation in this annual
event.

KTWU held a unique community event with MYSTERY &
MAYHEM where local actors gathered to present a mystery to be
solved by the audience in attendance. The event served as an area-wide
gathering and also to introduce the public to KTWU and its fund-raising
initiatives that provide service to our community.
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STORIES OF IMPACT
I’VE GOT ISSUES Community Television Series
I’VE GOT ISSUES brings community issues that are paramount in viewer interest
to the public’s attention each month in a continuing televised format. The program
is a wide-ranging community affairs show that explores a variety of topics. Each
episode fills the void in local media to address real issues – issues that take on a
global perspective, but highlighting how those affect us locally. The series is hosted
by Janet Thompson Jackson (top left).
The series envelops today's technology and is accessible across many media
platforms such as the web, PBS Cove, DVDs and international distribution.
The innovative series responds to viewers through many avenues, from phone callins during live programs to extensive topical support materials from KTWU online.
Many local businesses and organizations have contributed to stories or coverage of
issues for the programs. Significant community leaders along with government
officials and interested parties have appeared on the series including:
Chad Omitt, National Weather Service
Dusty Nichols, Shawnee County Emergency Management
Eric Ward, Kansas Forest Service
Amy Campbell, Coordinator for the Kansas Mental Health Coalition
Dr. Bassima Schbley, MSW Program Director/Associate Professor
Senator Laura Kelly (District 18)
Chief Chris Enos, Director, Washburn University Police Department
Marcus Baltzell, Kansas National Education Association President
Brenda Dietrich, Kansas Representative
David Rubenstein, Washburn University Professor of Law
Bruce Mactavish, Assistant Professor of History, Washburn University
Gilbert Ramirez, Vietnam Veteran
Terry Crowder, Vietnam Veteran
Mark DeGroff, Director of Development of the Topeka Rescue Mission
Valerie Nicholson, President and CEO of Harvesters
Helen Toomey, Maharishi Ayurveda Wellness Consultant
Dr. Bob Beatty, Professor of Political Science at Washburn University
Jonathan Shorman, State House Reporter for the Wichita Eagle
Dr. Michael Smith, Professor of Political Science at Emporia State University
Steven Koranda, Statehouse Bureau Chief for Kansas Public Radio
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STORIES OF IMPACT
WORKING CAPITAL Local Business Television Series
KTWU’s local business program WORKING CAPITAL brings small business
owners and entrepreneurs into the studio to talk about their successes and learning
experiences in business. Hosted by Eugene Williams (second on left).
Many local businesses owners and area entrepreneurs have contributed to stories
or coverage of issues for the programs in 2017 including:
Derek Thompson, Founder of Advisors Excel
David Callanan, Founder of Advisors Excel
Cody Foster, Founder of Advisors Excel
Dr. Juliet E. K. Walker, Founder and Director of the Center for Black Business
History, Entrepreneurship and Technology
Alonzo Harrison, President and CEO of HDB Construction
Karl Klein, Regional Director of America's Small Business Development Center
Caleb Asher, President of Sprout Communication
Jared Rudy, Co-Owner of Norseman Brewing Company
Bryan Falk, President of Falk Architects
Rob Thomson, VP of Digital Communications Sporting KC
Peter Vermes, Manager of Sporting KC
Matt Besler, Sporting KC Player
Janeen Bailey, Owner of Finicky
Casey Campbell, Owner of Midwest Float
Glenda Washington, Vice President of Entrepreneurial
and Minority Business Development, Topeka Chamber of Commerce
Rich Porter from Porter Cattle Co
Eric Garrett from Garrett's Fireworks
Lisa Sandmeyer, Historic Topeka Cemetery Superintendent
Sarah Ruiz Chavez, Ingenuity President
David Chavez, Ingenuity CEO
Kirk Gaskell, Owner of Gaskell Machine and Metal
Jeremy Rusco, Owner of Dynamic Discs
Eric Keating, Owner of Keating Mud Jacking
Scott Albrecht of Hanover Pancake House
Jeff Koenig, Partner of Big Poppi Bicycle Company
Aaron Apel, Partner of Big Poppi Bicycle Company
Wayne Bell, Regional Director for the Small Business Administration
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STORIES OF IMPACT
AFRICA’S GREAT CIVILIZATIONS Community Event
An exciting community outreach project was offered around the PBS television
broadcast presentations of AFRICA’S GREAT CIVILIZATIONS.
In this six-hour series, Henry Louis Gates, Jr. takes a new look at the history of
Africa, from the birth of humankind to the dawn of the 20th century. The programs
are a journey through two hundred thousand years of history, from the origins, on
the African continent, of art, writing and civilization itself, through the millennia
in which Africa and Africans shaped not only their own rich civilizations, but also
the wider world.
KTWU’s project activities included a public screening of the first episode, followed
by a live panel discussion. Building and strengthening partnerships with the
community, the public event included a tremendous discussion, with audience
members staying past the announced time to continue their participation.
The discussion program was led by community leaders Sherri Camp, Topeka
Public Library Genealogist, and Danielle Demsey-Swopes, Director of WU
Diversity and Inclusion. Our panelists also included international college students
from Africa including Keletso Smarts (Botswana), Benis Munganga (Congo), and
Kelvin Keter (Kenya).
We heard many people thank KTWU and our community partners for providing
such a diverse event and allowing for discussion on a topic not recently touched
on in this area.

QUEST 2017
Over 600 high school students from around the state compete in QUEST,
the state’s high-tech academic competition set in a game show environment.
After the initial elimination round, the final teams are chosen to appear in
the televised pairings that lead up to the academic champions.
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STORIES OF IMPACT
Ken Burns
THE VIETNAM WAR
National Television Series Community Project Offers
Opportunity for Local Veterans to Tell Their Stories
and Recollections
Ken Burns and Lynn Novick’s ten-part, 18-hour documentary series, THE
VIETNAM WAR on PBS, tells the epic story of one of the most
consequential, divisive, and controversial events in American history as it has
never before been told on film. Visceral and immersive, the series explores
the human dimensions of the war through revelatory testimony of nearly 80
witnesses from all sides – Americans who fought in the war and others who
opposed it, as well as combatants and civilians from North and South
Vietnam. Ten years in the making, the series includes rarely seen archival
footage from sources around the globe.
Locally, KTWU invited Vietnam veterans and those who were closely
associated with the war to share their personal stories, recollections and
observations with the television audience (top two on left). This on-air and
online series of stories, Vietnam War Remembered, brought much needed
attention to the needs of the community still dealing with the aftermath of
war.

WASHBURN UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY VESPERS CONCERT
KTWU presented the Washburn Holiday Vespers 2017 Concert to
viewers in December. The annual concert on KTWU is the pinnacle of
musical achievement at the university. The Washburn University choir,
singers, and orchestra celebrated the holiday season with traditional
songs and melodies, recorded live on the university campus.
A special performance, a classical cello Christmas, was recorded at the
state capitol prior to the live concert and then broadcast as part of the
television program.
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STORIES OF IMPACT
KTWU CHILDREN’S LITERACY EFFORTS,
Ongoing Projects to Help Kids Discover the Benefits of Reading
KTWU continued efforts supporting literacy efforts benefitting children
in our viewing area in 2017. The public culmination of this project was
in December with a bookfair at the local Barnes & Noble bookstore.
With hundreds of people in attendance and the arrival of giant costumed
characters from PBS KIDS award-winning programming, an increased
awareness of literacy efforts was achieved.
In 2017, KTWU donated educational books and learning tools through
several organizations in our community. Learning tools included math
and reading games, board books, hand puppets, and books in Spanish.
Some examples of organizations benefitting are
•Family Service & Guidance Center receiving over 1,100 hand
puppets, books, Math/Reading games, booklets, Spanish Board books,
and toddler board books.
•Kansas Children's Service League - Foster & Therapeutic Programs
receiving over 1,000 booklets, hand puppets, books, Math/Reading
games, Spanish Board books, and Toddler Learning Board Books
•University Child Development Center receiving over 100 coloring
books, toddler board books, hand puppets, and Math/Reading games.

LIVE STUDIO PLAY PRODUCTION
For 12 years viewers have been invited to come to the KTWU studios
for a live presentation that recreates the style and feel of a 1940’s style
radio drama. The actors, who live and work in the local community,
play many roles in the story as the sound effects are performed live in
front of the studio audience. Each production is recorded for broadcast
and offered through distribution to public television stations around the
country, reaching a combined television audience of millions of viewers.
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STORIES OF IMPACT
MAKE 48 Celebrates Imagination, Innovation,
Creativity, Problem Solving, and the Inventive Spirit!
MAKE 48 is television’s only comprehensive look at the entire process
of invention! Viewers get a front seat ride with teams of all ages, through
product conception and prototyping, final design and manufacturing to
creative marketing, all on the path to the retail marketplace.
What makes this series exciting is the timeframe: our teams have only 48
hours to take their idea to a working prototype to present to the public.
Involving teams made up of talented individuals from all aspects of life,
from schools to corporate entities, MAKE 48 presents a dynamic and
educational salute to America’s innovation and the desire to create.
Premiering on KTWU in 2017, the series is a partnership between
KTWU and Outpost Worldwide and is distributed to public television
stations nationwide through American Public Television by KTWU.
Season Two is now in production for broadcast in fall of 2018.

A Community Conversation on Race and Social Justice Issues
KTWU MINDS THAT MATTER with TIM WISE
In the MINDS THAT MATTER television special for 2017, Tim Wise
shares his personal journey in discovering white privilege and efforts to
achieve greater social justice.
Tim Wise is known nationally for his efforts in social justice for the last
25 years. He has written seven books and spoken at more than 1,000
college and high school campuses across the United States on the
subject. Wise provides anti-racism training to educators and
administrators nationwide.

2017 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT

How KTWU Communicates with Viewers:
Digital Destinations for Unique Content
KTWU-HD, Channel 11.1, takes full advantage of the
digital spectrum by presenting most of the popular programs on
PBS in the High Definition format. KTWU-HD is home to
traditional programming and local productions like SUNFLOWER
JOURNEYS and THE FLINT HILLS that viewers have come
to appreciate on local public television.
KTWU MHz WORLDVIEW, Channel 11.2, a unique
service of international programming brought to American homes.
Documentaries, family shows, news and talk formats and actionpacked dramatic shows fill the daily schedule. KTWU also adds
classic PBS children’s programming to the evening schedule.

KTWU ENHANCE, Channel 11.3, the locally-programmed
channel that includes public television’s most popular lifestyle
and how-to programs along with kid’s shows. Many of our viewer’s
favorite PBS prime time programs are repeated later
on KTWU ENHANCE.

KTWU.org on the internet has links to streaming video,
national news highlights, program schedules, KTWU news,
local event news, information for teachers, learning games
for children, a special section for KTWU members, and many,
many extras that can only be found online.
As a STREAMING CONTENT provider, KTWU offers viewers
many selections of our unique local programming along with
PBS’ national favorites. Viewers can watch any time, on-demand.
KTWU Social Media Outlets provide viewers with updates,
behind-the-scenes photos and news, and allows them to share
their views and opinions on KTWU programming and events.
On FACEBOOK, TWITTER, PINTEREST, INSTAGRAM and
others, viewers find local public television under ‘ktwu11’.

KTWU is a member station of the Public Broadcasting System.
The PBS logo is a registered trademark of PBS and is used with permission.
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Evaluating Outcomes, Measuring Impact
"Doc Martin and Father
Brown are two of our
favorite shows."
– Sister A
"Sunflower Journeys is
still one of my favorite
programs! Please continue
having it." – Rita L
"We like PBS educational
shows for young & old.”
– Julie A
"I llloooovvveeee PBS!"
– Theresa K

KTWU broadcasts reach a potential audience
of 1.6 million viewers.
KTWU.org had 256,263 page views in the last year.
Last year more than 500 volunteers contributed,
representing over 1,200 hours of volunteer time.
KTWU will continue to provide programs and services
that enrich the lives of those we reach. Through our
associations with community partners, KTWU multiplies
the value of our programming and planned events by
engaging viewers and participants together to address
the important issues of our community, our state and
our world.

Washburn University
1700 SW College Avenue
Topeka, KS 66621-1100
(785) 670-1111, ktwu.org

