“When my son was little we would watch KTWU. We called it
TV Together Time. Now he is grown and I have a 10-year-old
granddaughter. We are so thankful for KTWU!!” – Joy S.

KTWU’s Production of
the community event
WASHBURN UNIVERSITY
HOLIDAY VESPERS
Wins EMMY ® Award
for Special Programming
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2018 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT
TO THE COMMUNITY
KTWU Television, through its local destinations for unique content,
strives to be an innovative, multi-media leader
that entertains, educates and presents diverse perspectives
that serve the local community

Local Value

KTWU reaches viewers with the stories of Kansas: the people, their history
and their spirit.
As the first public television station in the state, KTWU leads the way in all
technologies that benefit the community at large. Demonstrated through several local
television programs and many community projects, KTWU provides unique content
that connects with our viewers and enriches the lives of those we reach.

2018
Key Services

In 2018, KTWU provided these key local services:
• Issue-oriented local programming that addresses the needs and concerns of the
community at large.
• Results-oriented initiatives providing resources to educators working with students of
all ages – preschool through college.
• Bringing local and state history alive through sharing stories of sacrifice, innovation
and success that build a sense of pride for Kansans.

Local Impact

Across 39 counties in Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and Oklahoma, KTWU engages
communities locally, regionally and nationally with programming and outreach efforts.
Licensed to Washburn University, KTWU’s partnerships throughout the educational
communities and service organizations create the largest, most significant and
fiscally-sound public television organization in Kansas.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
During 2018, KTWU’s SUNFLOWER JOURNEYS
program celebrated its 31st season of programming
telling the stories of the people, places and history of
Kansas. Celebrated by thousands of viewers for
keeping local history alive and acclaimed by
hundreds of educators as an invaluable classroom
teaching tool, each weekly program of the series
brings to life two stories of Kansas history followed
by a video profile of a citizen who brings a unique
contribution of personal value to their community-atlarge. Honored with a number of Emmy® awards,
SUNFLOWER JOURNEYS travels the state bringing
viewers stories that educate as well as entertain.

The annual KTWU LIGHTS, CAMERA,
AUCTION brings 200+ volunteers and hundreds of
area businesses together in a three-day televised
program designed to benefit local public television.
Many viewers have admitted that they were
introduced to public television and its benefits
through the attraction and participation in this
annual event.

KTWU held a unique community event with
FRANKENWINE where local actors gathered to
present a rendition of the classic horror tale in an
entertainment atmosphere. The event served as an
area-wide gathering and also to introduce the public
to KTWU and its fund-raising initiatives that provide
service to our community.
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STORIES OF IMPACT
I’VE GOT ISSUES Community Television Series
I’VE GOT ISSUES brings community issues that are
paramount in viewer interest to the public’s attention each
month in a continuing televised format. The program is a
wide-ranging community affairs show that explores a
variety of topics. Each episode fills the void in local
media to address real issues – issues that take on a global
perspective, but highlighting how those affect us locally.
Many local businesses and organizations have contributed
to stories or coverage of issues for the programs.
Significant community leaders along with government
officials and interested parties have appeared on the series
including Patrick Miller, Assistant Professor, Department
of Political Science, University of Kansas; Tim Carpenter,
Statehouse Bureau Chief for The Topeka Capital-Journal;
Jim McLean, Kansas News Service (KPR and KCUR
radio); Washburn University Professor and Chair of
Political Science, Dr. Bob Beatty; Emporia State
University Political Science Professor, Dr. Michael Smith;
Kansas City Star Political Reporter, Hunter Woodall; and
Washburn University School of Law Professor and IGI
host Janet Thompson Jackson.

Live KTWU ZOO CAMERAS
Stream Across the World
At the Topeka Zoo and Conservation Center in 2018 both
giraffe and tiger births excited the public, especially as
they could be watched through live, streaming cameras set
up in partnership with KTWU. The animals certainly
stirred up excitement locally but we also heard from
people around the country and around the world who were
taking part in the experience. To date over 100 million
minutes have been viewed on the KTWU cameras!
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STORIES OF IMPACT
WORKING CAPITAL Local Business Television Series
KTWU’s local business program WORKING
CAPITAL brings small business owners and
entrepreneurs into the studio to talk about their successes
and learning experiences in business. Hosted by
Eugene Williams.
Many local business owners and area entrepreneurs have
contributed to stories or coverage of issues for the
programs in 2018 including 712 Innovations, Karen
Chistilles; Heartland Black Chamber, Christal Watson;
Harry's - Bourbon & Baker, Andrea & Evan Grier;
Curb Appeal Powerwash, Jake Taylor; Moburt's, Al
Struttman; Footprints, Mick Ranney; Brits, Sally Helm;
Front Door Catering, Nicole Degannaro; JGL BBQ,
Jeremy Guerrero; Grandma Hoerner's, Duane & Regina
McCoy; Louisburg Cider Mill, Josh Hebert and Shelly
and Tom Scheierman; Keynundrum, Aaron & Dawn
Neuhalfen; Cortez Transportation, Carlos Cortez; and
BA Design, Beth Ann Branden.

KTWU Launches
WORLD Network
On July 1, 2018, KTWU added WORLD Channel on
11.2. WORLD is a full service channel featuring public
television’s signature nonfiction documentary, science
and news programming complemented by original
content from emerging producers. WORLD gives
KTWU the opportunity to provide two to three times
more independent, nonfiction programming than is
featured on our primary 11.1 channel.
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STORIES OF IMPACT
PLAYING BY THE RULES Community Event
In 2018, PBS presented the series PLAYING BY
THE RULES focusing on how ethics should play
a major role in contemporary business practices.
From debating whether or not to act on insider
information, choosing between employee well
being or shareholder obligations, or disclosing a
rare but potentially fatal side effect of a newly
manufactured drug, ethical decision making is a
critical skill. But even the most moral character
can be influenced in ethical gray areas.
KTWU’s project activities included a public
screening of portions of each of the three PBS
series episodes, followed by a live interview and
discussion. The guest in attendance was Mayo
Schmidt, President and CEO of Hydro One
Limited in Toronto, Canada.
Building and strengthening partnerships with the
community, the public event included a
tremendous discussion.
The discussion program was led by Dr. David
Sollars, Dean of the School of Business at
Washburn University in Topeka.
We heard many people thank KTWU and our
community partners for providing such a unique
event and inviting such a global business leader
to participate.
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STORIES OF IMPACT
MAYO CLINIC: FAITH/HOPE/SCIENCE Community Event
PBS Documentary Filmmaker Ken Burns developed a
special program on THE MAYO CLINIC, whose
visionary approach to medicine was invented in the
19th Century. The program examined how the
changing demands of healthcare have been met for the
last 150 years what has been learned about patient
care for today.
A special preview of the program was accompained
by a panel discussion at the Stormont Vail Health
Center. Featured guests included Clifton C. Jones,
M.D., Infectious Disease Specialist; Mehmood H.
Hashmi, M.D., Hematology/Oncology Specialist;
Kevin D. Dishman, M.D., Hopistalist; and Dr. Monica
Scheibmeir, Dean of the School of Nursing at
Washburn University in Topeka.

WASHBURN UNIVERSITY
VESPERS CONCERT
KTWU presented the WASHBURN UNIVERSITY
HOLIDAY VESPERS 2018 Concert to viewers in
December. The annual concert on KTWU is the pinnacle
of musical achievement at the university. The Washburn
University choir, singers, and orchestra celebrated the
holiday season with traditional songs and melodies,
recorded live on the university campus.
A special performance by the brass quintet was recorded
at the historic Dillon house prior to the live concert and
then broadcast as part of the television program.
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STORIES OF IMPACT
US ARMY BAND CONCERT Premieres on KTWU
On October 27, 2018, Washburn University
featured the JAZZ AMBASSADORS: THE
GREATEST GENERATION concert in a
special performance in Topeka. The packed
auditorium included veterans and their family
members; WU students, faculty and staff; and
community members. KTWU was there to record
this powerful special, featuring the incredible
musical talent of the United States Army Field
Band, and premiered the completed program for
television on KTWU in November.

LIVE STUDIO RADIO PLAY
PRODUCTION RE-CREATES
1940’s STYLE BROADCAST
For 13 years viewers have been invited to come to
the KTWU studios for a live presentation that
recreates the style and feel of a 1940’s style radio
drama. The actors, who live and work in the local
community, play many roles in the story as the
sound effects are performed live in front of the
studio audience. Each production is recorded for
broadcast and offered through distribution to
public television stations around the country,
reaching a combined television audience of
millions of viewers.
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STORIES OF IMPACT
KTWU Political Forums And Interviews for Election 2018
It was a tremendously important year in Kansas
politics for the 2018 election. Coming off several
national polls that claimed the Kansas Governor was
one of the least popular governors in the country
(and in his last term), candidates lined up for a shot
at this coveted seat. KTWU, local public television,
was able to conduct personal interviews with all of
the declared candidates and stack them up for
comparative assessment by voters. Several heated
topics brought these interviews to life with
additional contributions in the form of questions
from the viewers that were being served by the
programs. In the election, the chosen candidate for
governor represented a political party change and
personified a reflection of many of the topics
brought up in the program.
Much of the political drama for Kansas politics in
2018 also spilled over into the race for the Second
Congressional District where a long-term politician
was vacating the seat. KTWU was able to assemble
all the declared candidates in person, this time for
a televised forum where they took viewer questions
and comments as relayed in during the live
broadcast.

MAKE 48 National Syndication
MAKE 48 is television’s only comprehensive look
at the entire process of invention! The series is a
partnership between KTWU and Outpost
Worldwide. Season Four is now in production for
national public television broadcast in fall of 2019.
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How KTWU Communicates with Viewers:
Digital Destinations for Unique Content
KTWU-HD, Channel 11.1, takes full advantage of the
digital spectrum by presenting most of the popular programs on
PBS in the High Definition format. KTWU-HD is home to
traditional programming and local productions like SUNFLOWER
JOURNEYS and THE FLINT HILLS that viewers have come
to appreciate on local public television.
KTWU WORLD, Channel 11.2, is a full service channel featuring
public television’s signature nonfiction documentary, science and
news programming complemented by original content from
emerging producers. WORLD gives KTWU the opportunity
to provide two to three times more independent, nonfiction
programming than is featured on our primary channel.
KTWU ENHANCE, Channel 11.3, the locally-programmed
channel that includes public television’s most popular lifestyle
and how-to programs along with kid’s shows. Many of our viewer’s
favorite PBS prime time programs are repeated later
on KTWU ENHANCE.
KTWU.org on the internet has links to streaming video,
national news highlights, program schedules, KTWU news,
local event news, information for teachers, learning games
for children, a special section for KTWU members, and many,
many extras that can only be found online.
As a STREAMING CONTENT provider, KTWU offers viewers
many selections of our unique local programming along with
PBS’ national favorites. Viewers can watch any time, on-demand.
KTWU Social Media Outlets provide viewers with updates,
behind-the-scenes photos and news, and allows them to share
their views and opinions on KTWU programming and events.
On FACEBOOK, TWITTER, PINTEREST, INSTAGRAM and
others, viewers find local public television under ‘ktwu11’.

KTWU is a member station of the Public Broadcasting System.
The PBS logo is a registered trademark of PBS and is used with permission.
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Evaluating Outcomes, Measuring Impact
"I love that there are shows that highlight our state and educate me
about things in Kansas I never knew." – Donna L.
"I absolutely enjoy all the
entertaining shows." – Kathy P.
"Best shows! Best variety!”
– Kathy B.
“I love KTWU because of the
quality, informative, and
entertaining shows you
provide." – Steve F.

Photos, clockwise from above: KTWU Boo at the Zoo
fan dressed as PBS’ Bob The Builder; KTWU Annual
Golf Tournament Foursome; Live studio audience
for Election 2018 Congressional Forum.

“The greatest for my family
is excellent educational
children’s programming."
– Melissa B.

KTWU broadcasts reach a potential audience
of 1.6 million viewers.
KTWU.org had 364,350 page views in the last year.
Last year more than 500 volunteers contributed,
representing over 1,200 hours of volunteer time.
KTWU will continue to provide programs and services
that enrich the lives of those we reach. Through our
associations with community partners, KTWU multiplies
the value of our programming and planned events by
engaging viewers and participants together to address
the important issues of our community, our state and
our world.

Washburn University
1700 SW College Avenue
Topeka, KS 66621-1100
(785) 670-1111, ktwu.org

